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authorities will not permit any foreign officer to exercise any
executive command (except for staff work) of any unit. For
many centuries past soldiers have been regarded in the
Chinese mind as of the most degraded members of society
and at the very bottom of the social scale, but with the
growth of a desire for national strength, the profession of
soldier is gradually rising in public estimation. This is one
of the doubtful blessings of Western civilisation, and, if it
leads to the militarism of Europe, China would have been
better without it.

A very important movement is the spread of Chinese
population in Tibet, Mongolia, and Manchuria. As a means
of strengthening her national position in these dependencies,
China is sending to them enormous numbers of emigrants
in so far as is permitted by the conditions of climate and
soil. To send coolies and peasants in as large numbers as
it desires to these countries, thinly peopled by native tribes,
costs the Peking Government only the small labour of edicts
to the governors of provinces suitable for such emigration
and small financial aid in special cases, as in the present
colonisation of North Manchuria. The plans that China
has in Mongolia may be seen from a report to the throne
made last year by the Imperial resident in Kobdo. It says:
" I have ordered officials to find ways and means how, on
the one hand, to build new settlements, and, on the other,
to obtain as many as possible new settlers. All natives and
emigrants, whether Mongols, Chinese, or Kirghiz, and time-
expired soldiers who wish to cultivate land, shall receive
money for cattle and seed-corn, and shall be carefully
protected by the authorities. The mineral wealth of the
Altai Mountains has long been praised by the inhabitants.
After careful consideration of pros and cons it is evident
that it cannot be worked now, but companies must be
formed which have sufficient capital for the carrying out of
operations," By patience and sheer weight of numbers the
Chinese will be able to turn aside the efforts of other
countries to obtain a footing in the territories named, and,